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Having penned books about topics

as diverse as animal poaching, 18th century

sailors, the sport of hockey, the Underground Railroad
and first-day-of-school jitters, children’s author Donna
McDine is clearly someone with no shortage of muses.
“Ideas spark for me from just about anywhere, from
newspaper articles to overheard conversations in the
grocery store or local coffee shop,” she says. “Ideas and
inspiration are everywhere, we just need to take the
time to absorb and listen to our surroundings.”

McDine grew up about 30 minutes outside of New
York City, in what she describes as a simpler time. “We
didn’t lock doors and we explored the neighborhood
unattended by adult supervision for hours on end,”
she says. “I recall fondly the smell of pine tree sap on
my hands that would take days to wear off, the wind
on my face while sleigh-riding and racing go-carts and
the whipping sound our baseball cards would make
once we clothes-pinned them to our bicycle spokes.”
Today, McDine calls upon those vivid memories of
her carefree childhood days to help her capture the
attention of her young audience.

As a girl, McDine watched episodes of Lou Grant on
TV with her dad. Fascinated with the idea of doing
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research and getting to the bottom of a story,
she dreamed of becoming a reporter. Although
McDine ultimately took a different career path,
she’s retained that drive to discover “the facts” and
has incorporated it into her writing, For example,
while researching for her book, Powder Monkey,
McDine found herself immersed in the gripping, yet
disturbing accounts of young men forced to become
wartime sailors in the late 1700s and early 1800s.
“Historical fiction is a great love of mine and [ enjoy
the research aspect in creating a realistic and true-to-
facts story that children will enjoy without feeling like
they are reading a textbook,” she says.

Instead of becoming a reporter, McDine earned

a business degree in office management and had a
successful career as an administrative assistant and
personal assistant. “When my second child was born,

I had already been working as a virtual assistant way
before it became mainstream,” she explains. “For about
ten years, I concentrated on raising my daughters and
having the opportunity to work from home for various
clients without having to pay for daycare, which was

a major plus. However, I longed for something more
fulfilling in the professional spectrum.”

While casually perusing a magazine one night, McDine
found an aptitude test for
the Institute of Children’s
Literature. She eagerly
filled it out and sent it in.
“After some time, I heard
back with an acceptance to
the program and I haven't
looked back since,” says
McDine. “It still surprises
me that I have a writing
career as a published
children’s author.”
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The Konig is a tyrant.

His subjects are starving and all-out war
is fast approaching.

Will a pair of young, courageous mouse

brothers save their kingdom?

“ABSORBING..."”
— Puhlishers Weekly “...a dchyghtful, little tecasure.”
— Campass Book Ratings
"This is an acrion packed adventure with
characters vou can’t help but fall for. . .. “Highly Recommended.”
Readers of Robin Janis, Brian Jaques, — The Midwest Book Review
Richard Adams and Garrv Kilworth will
love it.” *A wonderful ale of grit and courage. ™
— Jules Anne Ironside, Tales of a Librarian — Author Jackie G. Mills

Lowell H. Press’s award-winning,
action-packed adventure is available on

Amazon.com, Barnesand Noble.com,
Apple iBooks, and most major retailers.
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